for an athletic ability or your grandfather
donated the library, everything else
comes in a distant third.
Beyond academics, colleges want
students who demonstrate a passion—an
athletic pursuit or musical accomplishment or devotion to a cause that is
near and dear to your heart. Colleges
are unimpressed with students who are
“a mile wide and an inch deep,” belonging to many clubs but only superficially
involved with them.
Also, colleges want to hear your
voice in the essay. They don’t want to
hear your English teacher’s voice or
your mother’s voice—they want the real
you to come through.
Wendy Kahn, Wendy Kahn College
Consulting, LLC, Highland Park, IL
(HECA, IECA Associate Member,
NACAC, UCLA Graduate Certificate
in College Admissions Consulting):

Demonstrate your interest in the school.
More than 50% of schools consider
an applicant’s “demonstrated interest”
when making admissions decisions.
Simply put, colleges want students who
want them. They don’t want to waste
a “fat envelope” on an applicant who
probably won’t attend.
One of the best ways to show genuine
interest is by making a campus visit.
Colleges do understand, though, that
sometimes distance makes a visit impossible. Other ways to demonstrate interest
include attending a local info session
hosted by a college, participating in a
college fair, subscribing to a college
blog, “friending” a college on Facebook,
meeting with an admissions representative who comes to your high school, and/
or scheduling a local interview with an
alum or admissions staff member.
Always follow up any personal contact
with a thank you note by either snail
mail or e-mail. Refer to one or two topics you discussed and confirm your
interest in the school.
In your “Why College X” essay, cite
specific educational or extracurricular
programs that attract you to the college
and reflect on what you believe you
might get out of attending the school.
Next, tell the college what you might
give to it. In other words, this question
isn’t just about why the college is right

PRINCETON ͳ A LEADER IN SUPPORT OF JEWISH LIFE

Big Enough
Supports vibrant Jewish life on campus
Reform, ConservaƟve & Orthodox services
Hosts 125 students at Shabbat dinner every week

Small Enough
Builds a close-knit and diverse Jewish community
Oīers opportuniƟes for signiĮcant leadership
Connects students to meaningful and personal Jewish experiences
Center for Jewish Life - Hillel at Princeton
www.princeton.edu/hillel
Contact our student host coordinator to schedule your visit
Ricky Silberman - esilberm@princeton.edu

University of Chicago students join
a community that’s all about ideas.
No matter who you are or where you’re from,
you’ll ﬁnd a place that allows you to take chances,
express your thoughts, and discover your passions.
UChicago and the award-winning
Newberger Hillel Center support a
diverse array of Jewish communities
that allow students to explore being
Jewish in social, ethnic, cultural,
artistic, intellectual, spiritual, and
myriad other ways.

H I G H L I G H TS
Annual Latke-Hamantash Debate
Chicago Center for Jewish Studies
Full kosher meal plan
International Alternative Spring Break trips
Jewish fraternity life
UChicago Birthright Trips

For more information, visit the Newberger Hillel Center at uchicagohillel.org,
or the Chicago Center for Jewish Studies at jewishstudies.uchicago.edu.

collegeadmissions.uchicago.edu

reform judaism
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