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For Adults & YouthHAPPENINGS

providing the songs, blessings, and the 
untaught traditions that you just absorb 
through osmosis when you grow up in a 
Jewish home.Ž

In its first year, Rabbi Oleon taught 
the women about Jewish holidays and 
rituals and answered such questions as, 
•How do I deal with my Christian par-
ents who don•t support my decision to 
raise my children as Jews?Ž The women 
also supported one another in coming to 
terms with the loss of •not passing tra-
ditions that you grew up with on to your 
children,Ž says Laura Govoni-Sibarium, 
one of the group•s founders.

Now, having completed the curricu-
lum, the women continue to meet as a 
support group with a much-appreciated 
clergy presence. •Honoring the com-
mitment„and in some cases the sacri-
fice„these women make,Ž says Rabbi 
Oleon, •has helped them feel visible 
and important in the congregation.Ž

Bylaws Treasure Hunt
To familiarize Temple Sinai of 
Sharon (www.temple-sinai.com) board 
members with its bylaws, in July 2008, 
Dana Bottorff, president of the Sharon, 
Massachusetts congregation, created 
a game designed to make reading the 
bylaws document fun. All 30 board 
members„new and veteran„now play 
•Bylaws Treasure HuntŽ at the temple•s 
annual board orientation and training 
session. Teams of four to five players are 
presented with potential scenarios that, 
to resolve, require understanding the 
temple•s •rules of the road.Ž Each team 
works to identify the temple bylaws that 
best provide guidance in handling the 
situation. One question reads: •A group 
of dog-loving congregants thinks the 
temple should start an annual •Blessing 
of the Pets• service, where they could 
bring their furry friends to sit, stay, and 
heel before the Torah. Who gives the 
paws-up or paws-down?Ž The fastest 
team to locate the answer (Article 
VII: the rabbi is the authority for all 
ritual matters, in consultation with the 

July 1…4, 8…11, 15…18, 22…25, 2010: 
Adult learners„Engage with rab-
bis and teachers at 
Lehrhaus„Adult 
Study at OSRUI  
while relaxing on the 
shores of Lac La 
Belle. URJ Olin-
Sang-Ruby Union 
Institute, Oconomo-
woc, WI. http://
osrui.urjcamps.org/
yearround/programs/
lehrhaus

July 10, 2010:  Every 
Greene Family Camp 
generation„Experi-
ence a Celebration of 35 Summers 
in the Sun  featuring the new 
Sports Center, song leaders• con-
certs, and camp activities. Brucev-
ille, TX. www.greene.urjcamps.org

July 11…15: Synagogue musicians„
Increase your knowledge of High 
Holy Day liturgical repertoire, Jew-
ish music, and Judaism at the 11th 
Annual Mifgash Musicale „A Musi-
cal Happening! , a joint program of 
the URJ, HUC, and Guild of Temple 
Musicians. HUC-JIR, Cincinnati. 
www.urj.org/worship/music  and 
www.mifgashmusicale.org

July 17:  Grandparents of Harlam 
Campers„Celebrate Shabbat and 
enjoy intergenerational program-
ming at the first-ever Camp Harlam 
Grandparents Day.  Kunkletown, 
PA. www.Harlam.urjcamps.org

July 25…29:  Choral music aficio-
nados„Sing in large groups, work 
with top conductors in smaller 
ensembles, take workshops, and 
enjoy daily Jewish choir concerts 
at the 21st Annual North Ameri-
can Jewish Choral Festival.  
Hudson Valley Resort and Spa, 

temple•s ritual committee) wins.
Competition fuels the game, outland-

ish scenarios provoke laughter, folks 
enjoy wrestling with various interpreta-
tions of the bylaws, and, most important-

ly, board members learn. As Bottorff 
points out, •When leaders are educated 
in the basic rules, protocols, and minhag 
(customs) of synagogue governance, it 
strengthens the congregation.Ž 

Kerhonkson, NY. www.zamir
choralfoundation.org

July 30…31: Alumni 
of Camp Saratoga, 
Camp Swig, and 
Camp Newman„
Join in an Alumni 
Shabbat  culminating 
with each Counselor 
in Training 12th-grade 
class singing and 
cheering. Santa 
Rosa, CA. www.new
man.urjcamps.org

August 4…8: Adult 
Learners „Partici-

pate in one of three study oppor-
tunities at the URJ Summer Learn-
ing Institute.  At the Had•rachah  
Seminar for Lay Leadership in 
Religious Life you•ll learn to facili-
tate High Holy Day worship, con-
duct baby-naming ceremonies, 
and more; at Kallah  you•ll study, 
pray, and sing in community; and 
at the Schindler Fellows Program 
for Interfaith Family Certification  
you•ll be trained to support inter-
faith families in making Jewish 
choices. Glen Cove Mansion, Glen 
Cove, NY. http://urj.org/summer

August 7:  Camp Harlam Alumni, 
Staff and Families„Reunite with 
friends at the annual Camp Har-
lam Alumni Day.  Kunkletown, PA. 
www.Harlam.urjcamps.org

August 14:  Camp Kutz Alumni and 
Staff 21+„Celebrate the magic 
and music at Kutz@45: Kutza-
palooza Alumni Reunion. War-
wick, NY. www.kutz.urjcamps.org

August 27…29:  GUCI Alums„Join 
in family activities at the GUCI 
Alumni Family Reunion.  Zionsville, 
IN. http://GUCI.URJcamps.org

ALUMNI DAY AT URJ CAMP 

HARLAM, KUNKLETOWN, PA, 2009.
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