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NOTEWORTHY ACTION

OF REFORM JEWS

Prophets) illustrating the Islamic view 
of God as •hidden treasure revealed 
through human action,Ž which relates 
beautifully to the Jewish teaching that 
humans are created b•tzelem elohim, in 
God•s image. Guest instructor Rabbi 
David Forman, an Israeli Reform rab-
bi, reminded participants that core 
human rights teachings of any faith are 
only of abiding relevance if they mean 
something during conflict and pain. 
The rabbi and imam also have engaged 
in •pulpit swaps,Ž such as when Rabbi 
Nosanchuk and a Holocaust survivor 
spoke to hundreds of Muslims at the 
All Dulles Area Muslim Society at the 
same time that Iran was holding a 
Holocaust denial conference.

Like other groups engaged in Mus-
lim-Jewish dialogue, Rabbi Nosanchuk 
acknowledges that •we•re not hashing 
out West Bank issues together,Ž but, he 
says, we do want to •keep building 
bridges and thoughtfully raise ques-
tions with each other.Ž Among the 
questions members have raised: •What 
do individual Jews and Muslims do to 
act on their faith values to pursue jus-
tice and understanding in the world?Ž 
•Is there a prayer that crosses Muslim/
Jewish/Christian religious boundar-
ies?Ž and •When Jews and/or Muslims 
advocate for a two-state solution to the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, does each 
side respect Israel•s right to exist as a 
Jewish state?Ž In the process, Rabbi 
Nosanchuk has learned that fostering 
relationships with the Muslim commu-
nity entails •patience, taking small 
steps, and concentrating on what our 
faiths teach us„not on convincing 
each other about right and wrong.Ž At 
the same time, he says, •if the groups 
conclude that we•re exactly the same, 
the dialogue doesn•t work. In the end, 
we•re not all the same, and when you 
explore the •other,• you know yourself 
better.Ž

He, Imam Magid, and two other 
colleagues„a Baptist minister and an 
evangelical minister„are now plan-
ning a trip to the Middle East to dis-

cover what their faith communities are 
doing in the region and share experi-
ences with one another.
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Wilshire Boulevard Temple in Los 
Angeles (http://www.wbtla.org/) par-
ticipated in its first religious pilgrim-
age with the Islamic Center of South-
ern California in 2005, when 
approximately 30 temple and Islamic 
Center members joined 15 Christians 
on a journey to Israel, the Palestinian 
territories, and Jordan, exploring the 
commonalities of each other•s Abraha-
mic faith tradition. Once back home, 
the Muslim and Jewish participants 
came together for a combined seder, 
using a haggadah developed by Rabbi 
Stephen Julius Stein (photo #4), 
founding director of the temple•s Cen-
ter for Religious Inquiry, which includ-
ed a pause for magrib, evening prayers. 
Two more pilgrimages to the Middle 
East followed, in 2006 and 2007. 
Today, the pilgrims from the inaugural 
journey continue to meet every few 
months and the Muslim-Jewish seder 
is a •hot ticketŽ L.A. event, 120 people 
attending each year.
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Other Reform institutions are also 
engaged in ongoing dialogues.

For the last se ven years, five Jewish 
women (three of whom are members of 
Temple Beth Emeth in Ann Arbor, 
www.templebethemeth.org) and six 
Arab women (two of whom are Mus-
lim) have participated in the Zeitouna 
(•olive treeŽ in Arabic) dialogue group, 
meeting every other week in one anoth-
er•s homes to discuss the Israeli-Pales-
tinian conflict. In their first year, the 
group circumvented confrontational 
issues. Once trust and safety were 
established, a member trained in dia-
logue taught the others conversational 
protocols and conflict resolution strate-
gies, such as using a formal structure 
that includes an agenda, a rotating •top-
ic owner,Ž and a scribe. The group lim-
its itself to 12 members to fit into the 
average living room and allow every-
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world in all seasons. The vol-
ume will also include national 
anthems and local poetry. 
Visit www.ccarnet.org .

Restoring Florida•s Oldest 
Jewish Cemetery:  Over the 
years, neglect and vandalism 
had taken their 
toll on Florida•s 
oldest Jewish 
cemetery, 
where three 
soldiers who 
served with the 
Confederate 
Army during 
the Civil War 
as well as the 
father, brother, 
and sister-in-law of Jackson-
ville•s only Jewish mayor were 
among those laid to rest.

From time to time, Jack-
sonville•s Congregation Aha-
vath Chesed had engaged 
mitzvah  crews to pick up 
trash and rake leaves, but 
such efforts were insufficient, 
says Temple Archivist Hazel 
Mack, who initiated the tem-
ple•s cemetery restoration 
project in 2007. A monument 
company has since repaired 
broken stones, lifted and 
resettled marble stones 
properly on their bases, and 
cleaned all the stones. Trust-
ee Douglas Oberdorfer 
hailed the effort, noting that 
it was the first time in many 
years that he was able to 
read the gravestone of his 
great-great-great-grandfa-
ther, Abraham Zacharias.

Recipes of Love:  The not-so-
secret other name of the 
Rabbi Bernard and Emily 

Mehlman 
household 
was the Do 
Drop Inn, 
where visitors 
from around 
the corner 

(•Our pipes frozeŽ) or around 
the globe (•Greetings from 
KyotoŽ) stayed over in a spare 
bedroom and were graced 
with Emily•s culinary prowess 

A TOMBSTONE 
BEFORE THE 
RESTORATION 
PROJECT.
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