QUOTABLE

On Praying atthe Wall: <153
womenfof all ages and
denominationsfgot up early
on a wretched, rainy morn-
ing and stood at the back of
the womenes section to
prayf .When it was time to
read from the Torah we
walked toward Robinsones
Arch, singing as we went. A
couple dozen men walked
with us in solidarity; others
spat on us and threw pota-
toes and colorful insults. The
men who wanted to read
from the Torah were given a
safe and dry place, but we
were turned awayf .That
night, after laying it out to
dry, I notice[d] that the por-
tion that had gotten wetf
told the story of the daugh-
ters of Zelophehad, who
stood in front of Moses and
all the important men of the
day to plead for the rightful
inheritance of their fatheres
namef.Moses listened,
brought their case before
God, [and] their plea was
declared just. Inheritance
was revolutionized.Z

+Anat Hoffman, on rj.org

NOTEWORTHY

Reform Movement Raises
$1 Million+ for Haiti Relief:
Nearly 9,000 individual
donors have contributed
more than a million dollars to
the Union for Reform Juda-
ismes Haiti Relief Fund in the
aftermath of the January 12,
2010 earthquake. Allocations
have supported emergency
relief efforts (mobile clinics,
medical and other supplies,
meals, and more) and will
fund long-term recovery
endeavors. To donate, visit
www.urj.org/haiti

200 Years of Progressive
Judaism: July 2010 marks the
bicentennial of Progressive
Judaism in Europe. German
Jews introduced an alterna-
tive approach to Orthodox
Judaism in 1810; Progressive
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JYeiTe]\M The Art of Muslim-Jewish Dialogue |

9 One snowy Shabbat afternoon in Framing their discussions with the
the midst of last winterss Gaza War, <Children of Abraham: Jews and Mus-
Rabbi Joshua Davidsophoto #1 lims in ConversationZ curriculum

from devel-
previous oped by
page and the
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of con- for
gregants Reform
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Temple and the
Beth Islamic
El of Society
Northern of North
WeSt- NORTHERN VIRGINIA HEBREW CONGREGATION IN RESTON, VIR- America
GINIA INVITES MUSLIMS TO PRAY THERE DURING RAMADAN, WHEN
chester MANY AREA MOSQUES ARE OVERFLOWING. (a 2007

in Chap- URJ
paqua, New YorkHttp://www. Biennial initiative), the group discov-
bethelnw.orgj joined a crowd of 50  ered that the story of how Joseph
people on the west side of South Greemaintained his faith while in Egypt is
ley Avenue holding placards that read:remarkably similar in both the Koran
*We stand with IsraelZ and sHamas and the Torah. Sitting around the table,
are Murderers.Z On the east side of th®abbi Davidson says, peopless eyes
same Chappagqua street, a local pro- lit up with mutual recognition and
Palestinian group of similar size was excitement at our sacred history and
protesting against Israeles actions in - common narrative.Z Over the months,
Gaza. sAmong those across the streetgroup interactions expanded to include
says Rabbi Davidson, estood faithful discussions of swhat our faith demands
participants in Temple Beth Eles of usZ and *Godes role in our lives,Z as
dialogue with the Upper Westchester well as celebrations of festivals and
Muslim Society,friends who share lifecycle events. Still, Rabbi Davidson
our dream of two peoples living peace-and Khalife put off any discussion of
fully together in the Middle East.Z the Middle East, sticking to the goals
That friendship had begun about fiveof getting to know one another and
years earlier, when two lay leaders in  gaining a better understanding of each
the local Muslim community, Nada otherss faiths.
Khalife and Miyase Katirciogolu, Everything was going great,Z says
joined Rabbi Davidson and other reli- Rabbi Davidson, until December 2008,
gious leaders on the Chappaqua Inter- swhen Israel determined that eight
faith Council. Before long, the two years and thousands of rockets was
women had become familiar faces at enough already and sent the IDF into
Temple Beth El, breaking the RamadanGaza.Z At the next group meeting, to
fast in thesukkahand celebrating steer the discussion away from war,
Thanksgiving with the congregational leaders asked the participants to imag-
family; for its part, the societyes mosqueine what the Middle East might look
hosted a joint 9/11 memorial service. like once Israel and its neighbors final-
In an effort to deepen the relation- ly made peace. Afterwards, Rabbi
ship, a group of approximately 30 peo-Davidson told Khalife that he thought
ple,half from each community,, the meeting went well, but she dis-
began to study together using parallel agreed. «It was too nice,Z she said. All
texts from the Bible and the Koran.  of us are terribly upset about whates
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