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to the West Bank, to the Palestinian-  country should have the right of free  to the Temple Mount. In 2000, 13 Israeli
state-to-be. In return, the Palestinians speech. Arab protesters were killed and untold
would agree to transfer territory inhabit-  That said, | can see why a growing numbers arrested and jailed. Yet last year,
ed by Jewish settlers in the West Bank toumber of Jewish Israelis are suspi- not a singléharedidemonstrator was

Israel. The Israeli Arabs cious of Israeli Arabs. killed, and those arrested were promptly
would have none of it. Many Arabs have openly released. Without equal application of
supported the Palestinian the law, it would appear that we deem
/~§ Paula Edelstein campaign against Israel  Jewish blood of greater worth. If we do
a (chairperson of and some have helped to not address such discriminatory policies,
the Israel Reli- carry out terrorist actions. we could very well witness a third
gious Action Commit- Intifada, this one an internal revolution.
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tee; member of Har El Children frgm one of Amos Oz has argued, Dalya Levy (executive direc-
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lem): Arab citizens have Pilingual, Israeligov- s gictated by fear and ““¥ 1a organization for Reform
benefited from Israelss ~ €MMeNt-run schools. ncertainty. But we and Progressive Zionists):  No

economic growth over the FachhasaJdewishand  haeq o overcome these  minority can be expected to be loyal to
last 60 years, but they still Muslim headmaster. understandable feelings its country when its people are treated
suffer discrimination in and strive for real engage- as second-class citizens. | find it
almost all areas of public life, with the ment with Palestinians on both sides ofremarkable that so many Israeli Arabs
exception of the Knesset, to which theythe Green Line. The current dynamic put up with the status quo. My fear is
elect their own representatives. There i®f economic domination and social that their patience will run out; my

no excuse for the crowded, insufficient separation is bad for everyone. hope is that we will recognize what

classrooms and poor sanitary conditions great citizens they are and give them

of Arab schools. What are the more opportu-
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progress in the way we treat our Arab concerning

citizens, especially when considering Israeles Arab What are

that from 1949 to 1966 the Arab popu- citizens? the biggest

lation in Israel lived under martial law. impediments

That said, lsm saddened to admit that irRich Kirschen: to peace in

the last few years we have moved backidentity! Israelss the Middle

wards, as exemplified by the shameful Arab citizens East?

bill the Knesset election committee need to decide

passed about a year ago (which, thankwhether they Arab and Jewish Israeli youth gather at the  Rich Kirschen:
God, was later struck down by the are Israeli or Latrun Monastery for the Sulhita festival, oneLarge groups
Supreme Court) that essentially soughtPalestinian. Truth of three initiatives organized by the inter-  of influential

to ban all Arab parties from running in is, they have the faith Sulha Peace Project to give Arabs and people on both
the national election on the grounds thanost confusing Jews a chance to mix freely in a relaxed sides are not at
their platforms are illegal because they identity inthe ~ atmosphere uninhibited by political tensions, all interested
deny Israelss identity as a Jewish state.Mideast. As the ~and to build a community based on the ide- in peace. The
Nothing symbolizes discrimination Israeli writer als of respect, trust, and reconciliation. The  Jewish settler
in a democracy more than preventing Sayid Kashua  group’s title comes from the Middle Eastern movement is
the right of equal representation. The asks: How can  traditional ceremony of reconciliation, or more intent on
fact that many Jewish Israelis, | amongIsraeli Arabs sing Sulha, where feuding families get together  acquiring land
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them, disagree with the ideologies of Hatikvah(Israeles to ease conflict. than pursuing
most Arab parties should not exclude national anthem) shalomAnd
them from participating in the demo-  when it talks about the «Jewish soulZ? many Palestinians hold the view that it
cratic process. is just a matter of time until the Arabs

Similarly, a few government officials David Forman: Last yearharedim vanquish the Israelis, just as they did
have sought to deem illegal Israeli (ultra-Orthodox Jews) in Jerusalem  the Crusaders.

Arabse annual demonstrations markingstaged riots protesting the opening of a

Israeles Independence Dayadsiakba, private parking lot on Shabbat that wereDavid Forman:  The major impedi-
the day of disaster. Though | personallyfar more violent than the Israeli Arab ment to peace is Palestinian rejection
find such demonstrations shameful anddemonstrations of 2000 protesting for- of the existence of Israel as a state.
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